Study Sections. The Commonwealth also ad- *
vises members of forthcoming speakers at
both the general meetings and the Sections,
and other information of importance. B

radio network

The Friday talks of
the Commonwealth Club
are brought to listeners
throughout 43 states, plus
+ the District of Columbia;
in addition they are heard
overseas on the Voice of
America. These stations
carry the talks every week
as a public service. Na-
tional Public Radio has
the largest number of ra-
dio stations — approximately 135. The Club
also has a regular radio station network in
eleven western states of over 100 radio sta-
tions. All of the stations advise their listeners
of the availability of free talk condensations
published in The Commonwealth. Requests
for these have come from every state in the
Union.

accomplishments

The Club's influence has been felt largely
via its Reports, as the Club does not engage in
legislative activity. Copies of the important Re-
ports, with their pro and con analyses, are sent
to Congressmen and Legislators for their in-
formation. Commonwealth Club studies and
analyses have covered such problems as:

Small Claims Court.

Establishment of the office of Public Defender.

The State Judicial Council to unify the State’s
courts.

The sponsor system of candidate nomination.

Permanent voter registration.

Permanent civilian defense and disaster prepared-
ness statutes.

Voters’ pamphiet on ballot measures.

General revision of Code of Criminal Procedure.

Convenient voting hours law.

Election of non-partisan officers receiving primary
majority.

Examination, before licensing automobile drivers.

Absentee Voters Law.

Regional government for San Francisco Bay Area.

Rapid transit.

Solid waste disposal methods.

Regulation of the quality of public waters.

Insurance for natural disasters.
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library

The Club’s Library is maintained as part
of the headquarters in the Monadnock Arcade,
681 Market Street. It includes 5,000 volumes
largely concerned with those matters which
the Club has studied through its Sections,
such as subjects relating to state and local
government. There is a fine quick reference
shelf, an excellent news and periodical index,
and one of the best collections of current biog-
raphy in the area. Also included are many
works by California authors, accumulated as
entries in the Club's annual California litera-
ture contest.

club transactions

The reports of the Study Sections of the
Commonwealth Club of California, are fre-
quently in demand by scholars and govern-
ment officials seeking to find the background
of a piece of legislation, for often these are the
only published materials on important Califor-
nia issues. The bound volumes of the Club’s
Reports since 1903, and those of Study Section
minutes since 1924, are available to members
in the Club Reading Room. A microfilm edition
of the Club’s publications is also available
through University Microfilms of Ann Arbor,
Michigan.

literature awards

One of the highlights of the year is the
Literature Awards—the Club’s gold and silver
literature medals are presented to those Cali-
fornia authors whose books published the pre-
ceding year are deemed “most worthy.” The
awards are preceded by a series of selection
sessions by the Club’s Literature Award Jury,
made up of some of the State’s foremost lit-
erateurs. In over four decades, the Common-
wealth Club book contest has become recog-
nized as one of the outstanding regional liter-
ary awards.

the board of governors
and elected officers
Responsible for continuing the Club’s tra-

dition of service to state and nation, and for*

conducting the Club’s affairs, are the mem-
bers of the Board of Governors. They are
selected from the membership based upon
service to the Club and recognition in the com-
munity. A nominating committee consisting of
the five immediate past presidents proposes
the candidates, and election is by secret mail
ballot of the entire Club. The Club’s Executive
Committee, selected from the Board, deals
more closely with Section problems and finan-
cial matters. The President is chief executive
officer.

distinguished speakers

Since our 1903 founding most U.S. Presi-
dents have addressed our membership. All
California Governors from Pardee to Brown
have accepted invitations to speak to the Com-
monwealth Club of California.

A few of the other outstanding speakers
heard by the Club’s membership since 1903:
Bella Abzug - Joseph Alsop - Apollo 14 & 16 Astronauts -
Shirley Temple Black - Willie Brown, Jr. - Ralph J. Bunche
- Dr. Arthur F. Burns - Mme. Chiang Kai-shek - Mme.
Claire L. Chennault - Shirley Chisholm - Alan Cranston -
Clarence Darrow - General Charles de Gauile - John Foster
Dulles - Cyrus Eaton - Abba Eban - Ludwig Erhard -
Henry Ford II - James Forrestal - Sir John Glubb (Pasha)
- Barry Goldwater - Samuel Gompers - Billy Graham -
Katherine Graham - Admiral William F. Halsey - William
Randolph Hearst, Ir. - Aileen Hernandez - Hubert H.
Humphrey - Sen. Jacob K. Javits - Queen Juliana - Her-
man Kahn - Sen. Robert F. Kennedy - Nikita Khrushchev
- Rev. Martin Luther King - Ann Landers - Henry Cabot
Lodge - Clare Boothe Luce - Harold Macmillan - Sen.
Eugene J. McCarthy - George Meany - Sen. Edward S.
Muskie - Ralph Nader - Admiral Chester W. Nimitz - Law-
rence O'Brien - David Packard - Lord C. Northeote Par-
kinson - President Georges Pompidou - King Paul of Hel-
lenes - Dr. Linus Pauling - Walter Reuther - Syngman Rhee
- Elliot Ricbardson - Nelson A, Rockefeller - Dean Rusk -
Emperor Haile Selassie I - Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg - Dr. Ben-
jamin Spock - Adlai Stevenson - Dr. Edward Teller - Caspar
W. Weinberger - Dr. Wernher von Braun - Gov. George
Wallace - Adm. Elmo R. Zumwalt, Ir.
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